
Commercial Development
Characteristics of Auto-Oriented Commercial Development

Characteristics  of Commercial Development Oriented Toward Other Transportation Modes 
(Bike, Walking, Transit)

Little or no pedestrian 
connectivity between sites

Parking in front 
of storefronts

Uses such as restaurants, large scale commercial,  
and gas stations meet demands of “travelers” 

Signage scaled to be legible
 from major roadways

May abut other similar commercial 
centers or stand alone

Located along major streets, 
arterials, or highways

Walkable 
between buildings

May include a mix of uses such as 
retail, office, and residential

Groups of buildings designed 
on an interior grid system

On-street parking with 
additional parking behind

Niche uses such as 
entertainment



Commercial Development: State Routes

STRONGLY DISAGREE DISAGREE NOT SURE/NEUTRAL AGREE STRONGLY AGREE

Examples of Auto-Oriented Commercial Development

Examples of Development Oriented Toward Other Transportation Modes (Bike, Walking, Transit)

STRONGLY DISAGREE DISAGREE NOT SURE/NEUTRAL AGREE STRONGLY AGREE

Do you feel these development characteristics are appropriate and should be applied to state routes in Cherry 
Hill, such as Route 70 and Route 38?

Do you feel these development characteristics are appropriate and should be applied to state routes in Cherry
Hill, such as Route 70 and Route 38?

Planning Study
In 2011, the McCarthy Overpass was determined 
to be structurally deficient and nearing the end of 
its useful lifespan. MassDOT’s 2011 Grounding 
McGrath Report recommended that a short-term 
improvement be made to the Overpass to extend 
its useful life and a long-term solution be devised 
to replace the existing structure with a new, mul-
timodal, at-grade boulevard to accommodate all 
modes of transportation. The proposed transition 
into an urban boulevard will help create better 
circulation and quality of life for pedestrians, bicy-
clists, drivers, and those who seek to access transit.

Boulevard Alternative
A strong desire has been voiced by the City of 
Somerville, its residents, and the McGrath Bou-
levard Working Group to replace the McCarthy 
Overpass with a new, multimodal, at-grade boule-
vard which will serve to reconnect Union Square, 
East Somerville, and the Brickbottom neighbor-
hoods while continuing to play an important role 
regionally.

Current Phasing
The current project development phase includes 
a preliminary design concept for an at-grade bou-
levard replacement of the McCarthy Overpass 
and improvements to McGrath Highway between 
Broadway in Somerville and Third Street in Cam-
bridge. The conceptual design provides two lanes 
of travel for motor vehicles in each direction for 
the majority of the corridor, separated bike lanes, 
wide sidewalks, and an enormous increase in 
street trees. This milestone has enjoyed the sup-
port and contributions of the community represen-
tatives serving on the McGrath Boulevard Work-
ing Group. The conceptual design was achieved 
through contributions from the cities of Somerville, 
Cambridge, and Boston.

MassDOT Partners
• MBTA
• City of Somerville
• City of Boston
• City of Cambridge

Working Group
In November 2014, MassDOT assembled a Work-
ing Group consisting of residents, local business 
owners, elected officials, state agencies, local ad-
vocacy groups, municipal officials, and planning 
organizations. The role of the Working Group 
is to provide insight to MassDOT based on their 
constituent groups and report back their findings 
and project process. As of May 2016, the Work-
ing Group had meet seven times in addition to two 
public information meetings and has made signifi-
cant contributions to the preliminary design.

Project Team
Michael Trepanier
MassDOT Project Manager

McMahon Associates
Project Lead - Traffic Analysis

Howard Stein Hudson
Public Outreach & Active Transportation

Kleinfelder
Urban & Landscape Design

Contact us:  ngross@hshassoc.com or michael.trepanier@state.ma.us

State Roads on Transportation Network Map



Arterial Roads on Transportation Network Map

Commercial Development: Major Arterials

STRONGLY DISAGREE DISAGREE NOT SURE/NEUTRAL AGREE STRONGLY AGREE

Examples of Auto-Oriented Commercial Development along major arterial routes

Examples of Commercial Development Oriented Toward Other Transportation Modes 
(Bike, Walking, Transit)

STRONGLY DISAGREE DISAGREE NOT SURE/NEUTRAL AGREE STRONGLY AGREE

Do you feel these development characteristics are appropriate and should be applied to major arterial routes 
in Cherry Hill, such as Haddonfield Road?

Do you feel these development characteristics are appropriate and should be applied to major arterial routes 
in Cherry Hill, such as Haddonfield Road?



!

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(!(

Garden State
Parkway

Kennedy 
Hospital

PATCO

A
TL

A
N

TI
C

 C
IT

Y

32

34

36

¬«73

¬«70

¬«70

¬41

¬«38

§̈¦295

Sp
ri

ng
da

le
 R

d

Kresson Rd

Cherry Hill Mall

Hillview Shopping 
Center

Erlton Ellisburg Circle 
Shopping Center

Barclay Farms 
Shopping Center

H
ad

d
on

fi
eld

-B
erlin

 R
d

H
ad

don
fiel

d R
d

Pennsauken
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Tavistock

Lawnside
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Somerdale

Maple Shade

Mt Laurel

Marlton

Transportation Networks

State Roads
Arterial Roads

PATCO Speedline
NJ Transit Atlantic City Rail Line

Arterial State Highway
Interstate Highway

Local Roads Bike Trails


